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	Division of Arts & Communication
Dr. Philip Manwell, Dean
There were several new staff members added for the Fall 2006 term:  Tiina Hukari and Jonathan Brickman (ESL), and Catherine Suarez (Spanish).  In addition, Elena Cole, Richard Dry, and Toby Bielawski (English instructors) were on leave, bringing us great replacement faculty members Justin Garoupa and Janelle Hampton.  We welcome the new staff members who have been hired for Spring 2007 – Jeremiah Bodnar (full-time Philosophy), Cindy Rosefield (full-time Music) and Leslie Barron (half-time Library Assistant).

The Arts programs have been very active.  There were Fine Art exhibits at the SPCA in Dublin (year-round), and several other community locations.  The Art Department was also involved in the City of Dublin “Art in Public Spaces” project.

There were a number of new Arts and Communication programs and meetings hosted by LPC staff during the Fall 2006 term.  Candy Klaschus successfully spearheaded a ten-month Film Series at the Pleasanton Library.  The Division also hosted The Northern California CATESOL Fall Conference.  Many thanks to Marilyn Marquis, Tiina Hukari, Jonathan Brickman, and all the ESL adjunct instructors for a very successful meeting.  Melissa Korber and Nolan O’Brien coordinated the launch of the college radio broadcasting station.  The Creativity and Innovation Initiative was launched, led by Abby McCann.  This is a program to talk about possible innovations that LPC might want to begin.  The A&C Division also hosted an annual Holiday Open House for the LPC community and children.
Faculty members were invited to give their input on the design of the College Center for the Arts, coming in our future build-out. 
Music Programs were well-received and prolific during the fall term.  Jim Heiner led a choir and concert tour in Italy; joint choral concerts were held with the Valley Concert Chorale (thanks to Jim Heiner and Diana Cefalo), and we entertained large audiences for Drama, Music, and Dance performances in December.

Finally, the A&C Division made an impact in winning numerous Forensics Awards and Competitions (Tim Heisler and James Dobson), and the Interior Design Program was accepted for membership in the NKBA, a professional organization within the discipline.

	Division of Business, Computers, & Applied Technology

Ms. Birgitte Ryslinge, Dean

Staff Transitions:  Jeff Sperry has joined us as Instructional Technology Support Specialist (Rebecca Barconi’s replacement).  Jeff can be found in the PDC, working with Scott Vigallon to provide faculty with outstanding support and resources in Instructional Technology including BlackBoard.  Bob D’Elena has joined us for the Spring semester as a full time temporary Business faculty member.  Bob has an extensive background in business and accounting, has been an adjunct instructor for two years previously, and we are delighted to have him at LPC.  This spring we will begin recruitment to fill the long term tenure track Business vacancy resulting from the retirement of Jim Forcier.  We wish Jim the very best in his retirement adventures.

The BlackBoard upgrade took place Jan 10 to 11, with onsite coordination by Scott Vigallon.  We are now officially on version 6.3, which has been long awaited.  As with any major upgrade there were a few challenges (thanks for the patience and perseverance of those involved), but overall things went very smoothly.  

We are pleased to report that our enrollments in BCAT are very strong this semester.  The technology courses are continuing their trend of improvement since the dot com “bust” a few years ago and our other areas are up as well.  The Retail Management Certificate program (which includes on-site instruction at Safeway) also has record enrollments.  We are now offering two courses per semester, with a combined enrollment of 81 students at that site.

This Spring we also have the first offerings in a new certification program “Certified Internet Webmaster.”  Under the leadership of Debbie Fields and LaVaughn Hart LPC is now a certified Internet webmaster provider of training and has the ability to give students certification tests at reduced costs.

Welding Instructor Scott Miner was appointed to the Alameda County Arts Commission.  Scott will be part of a subgroup involved with the construction and fabrication of artwork for the new Castro Valley Library.

Auto Instructor Brian Hagopian is developing a course for Community Ed which might be of interest to us all:  Automotive How To: Buy a Car, Talk to Repair Shops, Not Get Taken!


	Division of Social Sciences & Wellness

Dr. Carlos Navarro, Dean

The following are items from the Social Sciences and Wellness Division:

Early Childhood Development

During the fall semester of 2006, the ECD program benefited from the opportunities afforded by the generous augmentation of $100,000 to our two-year contract with Every Child Counts/First 5 Alameda County which put the total amount of our contract at $380,000.
This additional money has enabled us to hire another Professional Development Coordinator (PDC) to assist with the expanded services supported by Every Child Counts, which this year is promoting and financially supported students to obtain the AA Degree in ECD and supporting other ECD students who then transfer to a four year institution.  Students enrolling in the program are receiving support from the PDCs and an LPC Counselor, as they plan their academic programs. 

We are very happy to welcome the new PDC to our program.  She is Neva Bandelow, who has both preschool teaching experience as well as being director of two programs serving young children.  She earned her AA Degree in ECD at LPC.  Presently, she is working on her MA Degree in Leadership in the Twenty-first Century at St. Mary’s College.

ECD faculty working with an ESL faculty member collaborated on developing an ESL/ECD course (ECD 99.81:  ESL 49.51) designed especially for ECD students.  Both the development stage and the delivery of the program were supported by both Staff Development, Every Child Counts and a sizeable grant from VTEA.  The course was offered during Fall 2006 and is being offered again this semester.  It had about 13 students in the fall and has 9 this semester.  It was creatively designed and has benefited the students greatly judging from instructor Joyce Povedyn’s pre-assessment and post tests, as well as, comments from students enrolled.  Jeanne Virgilio (a PDC and an adjunct ECD instructor) was the lead ECD instructor on this project.  Gayli Heiman, a former student who is starting her BA work at Mills College was hired as a professional specialist to work with the Ms. Povedyn in the classroom to provide subject matter expertise based on her work as a teacher of young children.

On August 28, 2006, ECD collaborated with the many Alameda Head Start Programs that serve Alameda County to support their annual in-service training at LPC. Two hundred and twenty-five teachers were in attendance.  They were welcomed by President Karen Halliday and later were inspired by two excellent keynote speakers.  


	Social Sciences & Wellness, cont.

LPC collaborated with the Directors of the Valley, the Valley Family Child Care Association, and the Cities of Pleasanton, Livermore and Dublin as well as Every Child Counts to design, advertise, and host a conference.  This conference for ECE professionals was the first such conference held in the Tri-valley, on November 4, with 111 attendees.  It was called Mind, Body and Soul and was focused on the care and well being of the ECE professionals.  We anticipate this to be the first of many.

We continue to work with the architects on the Child Development Center.  We are very anxious to get through the design stage and commence the actual building of what we intend to be an exceptional village-like community that supports:
· a play/learning environment for children, 

· a best practice learning environment for ECD students, 

· a stimulating and philosophically compatible environment for the ECD instructors, and 

· a warm nurturing environment for the children’s teachers and families. 

The Division of Social Sciences and Wellness is happy to welcome two additions for this academic year:  Dr. John Ruys from the Psychology Department – he received his doctorate in Psychology from the University of California, Davis; and Nicole Huber as Administrative Assistant II for the division.

Athletics
The men’s cross country team had their best finish and highest placing in LPC history.  The team finished second in the Coast Conference.  Five students were named as “All Conference Runners.”  The 5th place finish in Northern California was the highest ever and seven students went to the State Meet.  The team also team won their first ever Invitational Meet in LPC history, defeating seven four-year college teams.  Parris Hodges, LPC’s lone woman State Meet entry, set a new LPC college record for the Crystal Springs course with a time of 19:30 minutes. She was 4th in the conference meet and 10th in the Northern-California Meet.  LPC is in the processing of applying for the prestigious Pepsi Team Academic Award given out by the California Commission on Athletics for its men’s team GPA of 3.34.


	Musings from the Vice President of Academic Services

Dr. J. Laurel Jones

It has been six months since my first day at Las Positas College and I continue to be amazed and awed by all of the talent, passion and student success I see all around me.  Let me begin by thanking each and every one of you for your kind welcome and for your patience.  It is not easy to follow in the footsteps of Don Milanese but you have all made that transition much easier for me and I am grateful.  I have had the pleasure of watching some of you teach, and have worked with others on committees.  I have shared bagels across the bargaining table and have modeled for a sketching class.  Time flies.

I wanted to give you an idea of what Academic Services has been up to in these last six months and where your Vice President is headed.  I hope to stop by offices during the next few months to sit and chat for awhile.  If you don’t see me, please stop by my office at any time.  I would like to get to know each of you and have a moment to find out how you are and how your classes are going.  The deans and I are working on a few things.  First, we will have a separate summer schedule for this year and so you have all been working diligently on developing courses for this unique publication.

Program Review will be meeting to review the Collegial Review process and the Thematic Summary.  There will be time at a future Town Hall meeting to discuss this very important document and again my thanks for your time during Division meeting to discuss and observe. 

We have completed a Substantive Change report ( a separate WASC accreditation for online programs that have more than 50% online availability) with the help of the Distance Education Committee and we have oriented New Faculty to the quality of Las Positas programs through our great Staff Development Committee.  Look for an exciting opportunity from Staff Development coming to the campus on March 23 as well. 

With the leadership of the president, faculty and staff we have begun new work experience opportunities through the Carpenter’s Association and we will begin to explore entrance and exit skills of high school math courses as they segue into college math courses.  Your very own ILC developed and submitted its own Program Review and the Physical Education program is busy working on planning for the next sports teams coming to LPC. 

There is so much more that can be noted but these are a few highlights.  Our next adventure will be the new Accreditation process. I have been graced with the leadership of Maureen O’Herin for this exciting venture and I am so happy to be working with her.  There will be much more coming on this, but for now it is enough to say that I am thrilled with “showing off” Las Positas College to the accrediting body and hope you will enjoy the process as well. 
	I have great respect for all that you do and for the obvious pride you and the community take in this wonderful institution.  I can’t begin to relate my joy in being here with you and I am humbled by the opportunity to work alongside you to make a difference in students’ lives.  Continue to be patient with me as I keep learning and please, as Mae West said, “Stop by and see me sometime.”  I am indebted to you for your faith in me and will do my best to continue to earn it. 

Laurel
Division of Math, Science, Engineering & Public Safety

Dr. Neal Ely, Dean

Quite a few things happened in our Fall Term.  Here are some highlights:

We completed the planning for our Campus Hill teaching and demonstration vineyard.  We now await appropriate timing later in the Spring to do site preparation, followed by planting of the new vines and installation of the irrigation system.

We received our crime scene investigation van, donated to us by the Albany Police Department via one of our Advisory Board members.

We successfully navigated six new full-timers – Jill Carbone, Richard Grow, Adeliza Flores, Brenda Weak, Roy Simpson, and Craig Kutil – through the first stage of the untenured faculty review process.  We also completed the Level II portion of all the Program Reviews, completed comprehensive discipline planning for the enrollment management process for 2007-2008, and graduated three Sheriff’s Academies. Additionally, we finally got all the pieces in place (including the money and our project coordinator) to move out on our Allied Health project under our SB 70 Quick Start Grant.

Under the leadership of Teri Henson and Dale Boercker, the Open Math Lab component of the ILC served an astonishing 1,477 students, with a total of 22,532 logged hours.

Finally, Kristy Woods and Cindy Keune began their participation as national fellows in AMATYC’s Project Advancing Community College Careers, Education, Scholarship, and Service (ACCCESS), which is a selectively chosen mentoring and professional development program for community college mathematics faculty.

Planned Spring Term happenings include the following:

· Planting of the Campus Hill Vineyard

· Hosting, on behalf of the College, the annual regional Science Bowl (February) and the Middle School Science Bowl (March)

· Moving forward with our SB 70 Quick Start Grant

· Implementing major improvements to our Math X Program

· Graduating a fourth Sheriff’s Academy
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Early Childhood Development
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Political Science
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General Studies

Human Services

Learning Skills

Psychology Counseling

Tutoring
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