July 16, 2008

Dear Las Positas College:

I am pleased to announce that the Social Science and Wellness division has a new Interim Dean! With last night’s Board approval, the college has been formally notified that Mr. John Williams will begin his job on July 17th, 2008. 

Mr. Williams comes to us with over thirty years of academic and private corporate experience. He recently served as the Interim Vice President of Instruction at Mission College in Santa Clara, California. In the past he has served as a faculty and department chair of Biology and Ecology and has also served several years as Academic Vice President and Dean at the private institution, Menlo College. 

Mr. Williams has both a B.A. and an M.A. in Biology and he also has an M.S.Ed. in Administration. If you find time to start a conversation with him, you may want to inquire about his work in Advanced Studies, Environmental Policies and Planning, Harris Manchester College, University of Oxford, U.K. 

On a lighter note, John is an avid golfer. He has family in Arizona and manages to find time to hit the golf course during family visits. He lives nearby in Danville and has a wealth of knowledge on topics concerning “Sustainable Urban Development”, “Open Space” and “Civic Light Opera”. 

Although it is difficult to say goodbye to Marge Maloney, she promises visits and many phone calls even in retirement. I have even asked her to take a few courses with us in her spare time. I know that as we wish her well, you will join me in welcoming John Williams to the college. 

We will have an opportunity to have a drop in introduction with Mr. Williams on July 31, 2008 from 1:30 pm to 3:00 pm in the Staff Lounge. If you can be here, please help us say hello to Mr. Williams and welcome him to Las Positas College. 

Sincerely,

Laurel Jones

Vice President of Academic Services

