Student Services Coordinators’
Announcements

Tuesday, March 9, 2010
Director of Student Life:  Students are still preparing and planning for the March in March on March 22nd in Sacramento.  Besides the rally, students will be meeting with legislators and/or their staffs.  Another group of AS members will be attending a national conference in Washington DC during that same time period, March 19-23.

Back by popular demand, the ASLPC Talent Show! (I promise, no fire dancers this time.)  Thursday, March 18th from 6-9 p.m. in the Quad.  If you have a talent and would like to participate, please let me know and we'll fit you in.  We have about 20 acts already confirmed.

March 25th from 11-2 in the Quad, we'll be having a Volunteer Fair.  Various non-profit organizations will have tables to encourage students to volunteer and perform community service.

Veterans’ First: The LPC Veterans First Program continues to see large increases in Veterans now attending LPC.   We are seeing many new Veterans who are interested in attending in the summer and/or fall.   Our annual Veteran First Scholarships are available now for LPC student Veterans to apply, deadline March 18, 2010.  We are currently meeting with some other agencies and organizations for other potential Veteran scholarships in the near future.  I will be attending a state wide meeting hosted by the Community College Chancellor’s office – Troops to College.

Our Student Veterans Organization had its second Spring 2010 meeting.   We also had a few of our Veterans represent LPC at the VETERANS AND FAMILIES event on FEBRUARY 27, at Moran Hall, 11555 Shannon Avenue, Dublin, CA.  This was sponsored by the Livermore and Palo Alto Veterans Medical Centers.   We have many other events being planned, such as Operation Gateway II.  We are currently submitting various grants for future Veteran projects and services.
Career Employment:  

Resume Workshop
Wednesday March 17, 2010

10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Job Shadow event
Wednesday March 10, 2010 

7 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
EOPS/CARE:  

2009-10 EOPS AWARDS CELEBRATION

Friday, April 23, 2010; noon-2

Cornerstone Fellowship on North Canyons Parkway

Please come and celebrate EOPS students' accomplishments and victories as we acknowledge the 40th Anniversary of EOPS in California!

Tutoring Center:  1. All faculty and counselors may view our drop-in list on line. In the spirit of going green, we are not printing copies any longer. The Tutorial Center website can be reached from the LPC homepage under student life or you can access it at www.laspositascollege.edu/tutorialcenter. Students may also request tutors, and find study and subject help.  2. Please remind your students (especially DSPS and EOPS) that all students are being assigned one hour of tutoring then they are encouraged to use drop-in as much as they desire.

Honors Transfer Program:  Symposium is scheduled for Friday, May 7.
International Student Program:
· The final count is in—we now have 134 students representing 40 different countries.  

· To celebrate our (Cindy and Sean’s) Irish heritage, we will be sending an invitation to ISP students to join us for afternoon cookies and conversation on St. Patrick’s Day.

· On March 29th, Cindy and Sean will be attending a one-day conference at St. Mary’s College to discuss current immigration issues, the implementation of SEVIS II and school recertification.

· We are in the midst of auditing and editing all student records to comply with new regulations to be implemented with SEVIS II.

· Finally, we are planning our annual outing during Spring Break.  This will be our third event and is definitely a student favorite.  

Counseling:  EXPO 2010  will be held on August 11, 2010 from 8:30 - 2:20 p.m. Activities for the day include Campus Tours; Workshops on College success strategies, academic planning, and registering for classes; meeting  faculty, staff and fellow students; and a free lunch.  Please contact Christina Lee for further information or if you would like to volunteer to help.  

Early Admissions.  Counselors have been making visits to the high schools talking with potential students.  Counselors and teachers.  There have been more students than ever attending our  group sessions and we anticipate an dramatic increase in freshman applications this year.  Now we are beginning the second phase of our early admissions program which is the testing sessions offered on site at the highs schools in our direct local area.  After testing, Orientations are scheduled for April.  We are trying to find new approaches to orientation so we can accommodate everyone who applies. (with the limited staff/hours that we have)

Transfer Center:  From last month: 
*UC Berkeley Starting Point Mentorship Program has a new mentor for Las Positas: Sandra Grace. The UC Berkeley Starting Point Mentorship program is specifically designed to encourage underserved students and welcomes all students to explore their academic potential and prepare for transfer to UC Berkeley.  Applications are available in Counseling (700) and in the Transfer Center (900) and are due March 12, 2010.

*Transfer Day will be Thursday, October 7.

New for this month:
*For the first time, Las Positas College has partnered with the University of California to participate in a new data sharing program.  In exchange for receiving detailed information about LPC students who applied for transfer to the University of California, the Counseling Department and Transfer Center have agreed to contact students with information about "next steps" and provide counseling and resource support to those students who have questions.  An e-mail was sent to over 200 LPC students inviting them to take advantage of this opportunity.

Health Center:  Spring 2010 College Health Happenings:

Outreach:


Fruity Thursday


Free Fruit, Healthy Snacks, and Health Tips for registered students


Thursdays 11am-1pm @ cafeteria patio


Walking Wednesday 


Meet at the Student Health Center and let’s get movin’ for a 20 minute brisk walk!


Mondays and Wednesdays 12:30-12:50pm

Mental Health Services:

Due to the rise of demand for mental health services, the MFT intern's hours have been increased to 
20 hours a week under the supervision of Dr. Susan Hiraki

Registered Students qualify for FREE hourly sessions with a therapist and therapy Intern

Make an appointment: Monday-Thursday

Wellness

Wellness Assessments 

Get advice on nutrition, exercise, and find out your body fat %!

Appointments available Mondays and Wednesdays 10:30am-12pm

Spring Health Awareness event partnered with Bacchus and Gamma is "Road trip to a Safe Spring Break"

http://www.bacchusgamma.org/safe-spring-break-campaign.asp
Date: Wednesday, March 31, 2010

Time: 11:00 - 1pm

Where: Quad in front of the library (health fair location)

H1N1 Vaccine is available FREE for all registered students and $17  for staff and faculty

Health Fair March 31st from 11:00 - 1:30 in the QUAD:  This event is a partnered event between the health center and Bacchus and Gamma. The event will focus on prevention regarding: 

1.
Sexual Assault Awareness - SJSU "clothesline" project will be demonstrated-The primary goal of the Clothesline Project is to end the silence surrounding the issues of intimate partner violence and sexual assault

2.
Alcohol and Jugdement- Drinking and driving education with the MADD car displayed, alcohol goggles.  Drink Responsibly

3.
Sun Safety with Sunscreen education and skin cancer prevention

4.
MTV's ThinLine ~ Cyber bullying, anit-SEXTING campaign

And Much More.
Blood Drive:  April 28th 9:00 - 3:00 student center
Tutor Center:  If you speak with students about tutoring please note that we are only scheduling for one hour weekly-- as time is available with tutors. All students may check the drop-in list on our website at www.laspositascollege.edu/tutorialcenter There is no limit on amount of drop-in tutoring a student may attend. 

Student Services:  The High School Breakfast on Wednesday, February 24 was a success.  Thank you to everyone that participated and assisted.  Will be meeting with local high school principals and superintendents at the end of March with Dr. Pollard.  Our office is busy working with Student Life and preparing for graduation.
Financial Aid:

No significant changes from last month.  Daysi, Ann and Ernesto all participated in visiting local high schools to help students file their fafsas in February, while Andi completed the last of four major very well attended evening workshops at valley high schools. 

We are currently doing banner testing for yet another financial aid upgrade this weekend, and following that will be testing for our 2010-2011 new year processing.  Once that’s complete we’ll begin to download our student fafsas for 2010-2011 and will begin processing those in April.  We will actually be processing for 2 years at the same time from then until September when we close out 2009-2010 at the end of summer.  We’ll also have to do testing of a Year Round Pell release once it’s out.  Andi will be attending the Banner SCT Summit in San Francisco in April, which will hopefully provide some clear training on the software upgrade for summer and for the new year release.    

We are continuing to learn about the new year Round Pell effective this summer, fortunately the Department of Education offered a webinar on the topic. Unfortunately, there are still many questions and we have to develop official policy before the summer; it’s difficult when there are still many questions about how it will operate. Banner will not be providing an upgrade to support this for a while yet since they are still scampering to develop software that follows the convoluted regulations!     

The federal government is still up in the air about whether Direct Lending will be required or not this summer, so we are proceeding under the assumption it will be required so that we are prepared.  This also requires testing and rewriting of policy and procedures, and collaboration with the district accounting office, and retraining of staff.

We mailed out letters to just under 200 students approaching 60 attempted units to advise them that their aid is terminated at 90 units and that they must plan carefully so they only take classes that are needed so that they can complete their goals while eligible to receive financial aid.  We encouraged them to see a counselor if they are not clear about their program requirements.  Since we did away with the requirement for an education plan at 30 units this past year due to counselor shortages, we hope this will encourage students to have a targeted plan.  We at least don’t want them coming to us at 90 units saying ‘no one ever told me I only got financial aid until 90 units!’   Of course it’s in lots of our literature but we all know how carefully students read!

We continue to hope that the IT department will provide us with training and access to utilize email communications through banner and the Zone.  With the budget and the move to green approaches to doing business, it is long overdue! We send out a tremendous amount of letters from financial aid to students, and while we don’t see our mailing charges for our department I’m sure it’s very high, several thousand dollars I expect and climbing with our increased numbers.  Electronic communications is alive and working at many other banner colleges and we would like to adapt that method here as soon as possible, to save time, be green and also save significantly on the college’s postal costs. 

I’m currently working on organizing the LPC scholarship committees.  There is a shortage of faculty volunteers so far, but more classified are stepping up to the plate.  Scholarships are due on the 18th and then the rush  begins in logging the applications, and distributing them to the subcommittees for review.  We can still use more volunteers to be readers on the subcommittees!  

Admission & Records:  No report this month.
Community Education:  No report this month.
CalWORKs:  No report this month.
DSPS:  No report this month.
